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Hotel Chinzanso Tokyo Garden
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Twelve Views of the Reiwa Era
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Take a journey through history and magnificent scenery across seven seasons
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In the Nanbokucho period (1336-1392) this place was called Tsubaki-yama (Camellia Hill) as it was
known as a scenic spot where wild camellia grew. Meiji period (1868-1912) statesman and prince
Aritomo Yamagata was so enamored that he purchased it with his own funds in 1878. He built a
residence with a garden he named Chinzanso (literally “manor on Camellia Hill”), which formed the
foundation of what you see today. Three great gardens built by Prince Yamagata remain today, where
visitors can enjoy the atmospheres he created: Chinzanso in Mejiro, which served as his main
residence for around 40 years, the Murin-an villa in Kyoto, and the Koki-an in Odawara where he
spent his final years. Each of these spectacular gardens demonstrate his extraordinary attentiveness to
waterscapes, interspersed with ponds, waterfalls, and streams reminiscent of his hometown of Hagi in
Yamaguchi Prefecture.

In 1918, Baron Heitaro Fujita (second head of the company Fujita Gumi) and leader in Kansai region
financial circles took over the garden from Prince Yamagata. Baron Fujita proceeded to place
numerous cultural monuments, including the Three-Story Pagoda, all around the grounds. Prince
Yamagata was a nature lover who truly enjoyed the scenic beauty of the garden. Baron Fujita followed
in his footsteps and refined it further. The garden has since been taken over by Fujita Kanko, which
runs it to this day.

The beauty of the Hotel Chinzanso Tokyo Garden cannot be expressed in only four seasons, but
rather it boasts seven: witness spectacular views of cherry blossoms in the spring and new shoots in
late spring, fireflies in the early summer, rich green hues in late summer, colorful leaves in autumn,
blankets of snow in the winter, and camellia in the early spring. The garden also features the Tokyo
Sea of Clouds. A fusion of nature and the latest technology, it is one of the largest displays of garden
mist in Japan. To commemorate its 70th anniversary, the hotel established the Twelve Views of the
Reiwa Era. Admire each from the viewing points in prince Yamagata’s former garden while enjoying a
truly serene stroll through its natural landscape that has been passed down from generation to

generation.
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Entsukaku Three-story Pagoda

This three-story pagoda was originally built at Chikurinji Temple on Mount Takamura, in the Kamo
District of Hiroshima Prefecture. It was relocated here in 1925. The construction method and style
suggests it was built in the early Muromachi period (1336-1392), but according to legend it was restored
for the first time by Taira no Kiyomori even before that at the end of the Heian period (794-1185), so its
origins are still a mystery.

The first major restoration on the pagoda after its relocation was carried out in 2010, at which time a
statue of the Kannon Bodhisattva was enshrined. It was named Entsukaku after Raitei Arima, head priest
of the Shokoku-ji branch of the Rinzai school of Zen Buddhism performed a ceremony celebrating its

completion and to consecrate the Buddhist statue.
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Yusuichi Pond

With its unique gourd-like shape, this pond has been here since Prince
Yamagata first created the garden. Among the ten scenic spots on the grounds
selected by Prince Yamagata himself, the pond continues to radiate its original
beauty. The daily Tokyo Sea of Clouds event of enshrouding the garden in mist
centers around the pond. Experience the fusion of the timeless Yusuichi Pond

and the Sea of Clouds that offers different expressions each season.
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Choshubaku Waterfall

This tiny waterfall cascades down the rocks from Yusuichi Pond. Its elegant name, which means
waterfall for admiring the autumn leaves, offers a glimpse of Prince Yamagata’s attentiveness to

picturesque waterscapes.
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Kokosei Well

This well gushes forth groundwater from the Chichibu Mountains. Baron Heitaro Fujita’s wife Tomiko
commented that the area around the well was her favorite and soothed her soul. It is said to have been

opened to the public to quench the thirst of those affected by the Great Kanto Earthquake of 1923.
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Unkinchi Pond

Unkin means cloud brocade, a colorful pattern of cherry blossoms
and autumn leaves. This pond was so named for the picturesque /
view of the many cherry and maple trees on its banks beautifully (( 3
reflecting on the surface of the water in the spring and fall. This - \__:_:-:)
\‘.—____./
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waterscape has been here since the garden was first built.
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Hotaru-sawa (Firefly stream)

One of Prince Yamagatas ten scenic spots in the garden, Hotaru-sawa was originally called Chikurikei.

It once had rushing waters, but it still boasts a fresh stream today. In the early summer you can see the

mystical lights of fireflies from Benkei Bridge.
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Goshinboku(Sacred tree)

Ataround 500 years old, this tree, a type of beech, is the oldest

P

on the grounds of Hotel Chinzanso Tokyo, and it has watched
over many historical events. Goshinboku was chosen as one of the
ten new scenic spots of Chinzanso, whose selection took place
from 2004 to 2006.
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Hannyaji Temple Stone Lantern

A masterpiece of the latter the Kamakura period (1192-1333), this stone lantern is in the style of Hannyaji
Temple, and was one of the prized lanterns popular among tea ceremony practitioners and landscapers in
the Edo period (1603-1867). Due to its popularity, many imitations were made, but according to research
by stone art expert Dr. Masataro Kawakatsu, the lantern in the Chinzanso Garden is the original from the
Kamakura period and the one at Hannyaji Temple in Nara Prefecture today is likely to be a replica. Traces
can be seen of its restoration after toppling in the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake. We will continue to

ensure the lantern is preserved, even as history leaves its marks on it.
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Tsubaki-yama & Tsubaki-komichi

(Camellia Hill & Camellia Path)

The hill in front of the building is called Tsubaki-yama

i i

(Camellia Hill), the original name for this area. This is also
where the name Chinzanso comes from, as it literally means
“manor on Camellia Hill.” Blanketed in wild camellia flowers
since days of old, the place still retains its historic atmosphere as
one of the premier recreational destinations of the Edo period.
Behind the three-story pagoda is a moss garden and camellia
path built in homage to the Mt. Kasayama Camellia Grove in

Hagi, Yamagata Prefecture, the hometown of Prince Yamagata.
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Gojo Waterfall

Built in 1965, Gojo Falls exemplifies how the garden’s caretakers over the years have preserved the
original waterscape aesthetics of Prince Yamagata, from the arrangement of rocks that creates dynamic
water currents and the sounds of water that bring a liveliness to the garden, to the picturesque autumn

leaves on the trees reaching out over the water. You can also view the garden from behind the falls.
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Kanga Garden

Ryotei Kinsui is a kaiseki cuisine restaurant in a traditional sukiya-style building built in 1987. The
courtyard in the center of the restaurant was given the name Kanga Garden in 2023 commemorating
Chinzanso’s 70th anniversary, and selected as one of the Twelve Views of the Reiwa Era. At Kanga Garden
you can enjoy a varied waterscape with views of gracefully flowing crystal-clear streams, a magnificent
waterfall, and Unkinchi Pond facing the building. The name Kanga, which means refined or elegant, comes
from the fact that the word has been used to describe Chinzanso again and again in texts such as Nihon no

Meisho (“Places of scenic beauty in Japan”) since the Meiji period.
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View of the Water from Bokyo Bridge

One element that exemplifies Prince Yamagata’s gardens is the intersecting currents of water. This is
something this garden has in common with Murin-an in Kyoto and Koki-an in Odawara. The scenery was
likely influenced by his hometown of Hagi.

In 2023, this treasured waterscape of Prince Yamagata was selected as one of the Twelve Views of the Reiwa
Era. The wooden bridge that is a viewing point for the intersecting currents was named Bokyo Bridge,

meaning the bridge for reminiscing about one's distant home town.
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Stone Statues of Rakan ﬁ

There are around 20 statues here that are part of the 500 Rakan (arhat) statues that were
made based on sketches by mid-Edo period painter Ito Jakuchu. It is said that the statues

were originally placed at Sekihoji Temple in Fushimi, Kyoto.
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Zangetsu

Baron Fujita built a replica of the Omotesenke tea ceremony house Zangetsutei in 1918 at his villa in
Kowakudani, Hakone. It was relocated here in 1947. One distinctive feature of the tea house is its partially

raised floor.
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Hisagoishi

Nicknamed the “gourd rock,” this stone object was brought from Osaka, a city associated with feudal lord
Toyotomi Hideyoshi. Traditional craftsman Daizo Nishimura, who examined the stone, has a very

intriguing interpretation of its origin, “It is probably a taikoseki, a type of stone named after Toyotomi

Hideyoshi, with a gourd shape carved out of it. It would be interesting if this was true.”
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Monument of Chinzanso

This monument is engraved with the emotional thoughts of Prince Yamagata when he chose the name
Chinzanso as he reflected on the time he purchased the land and started building the residence: “My wish is
for the future owners of this place to be the kind of people that will preserve the natural landscape and enjoy

its scenic beauty.”





